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SUBJECT: AFRICAN LECTURE TO PMAC CHAIRMAN ON 
DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES 

1. SUMMARY. ON DECEMBER 31 PMAC CHAIRMAN BG TEFERI BANTE 
RECEIVED THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY GENERAL OF OAU AND 
HEADS OF AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS HERE. ACCORDING 
TO AN AFRICAN PARTICIPANT, THE TWO-HOUR MEETING WAS 
DEVOTED ALMOST ENTIRELY TO AFRICAN COMPLAINTS THAT 
DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL IN ADDIS ABABA ARE NOT BEING 
ACCORDED THE PRIVILEGES TO WHICH THEY ARE ENTITLED. 

TEFERI TANTI WAS APOLOGETIC REGARDING THE INCIDENTS 
CITED AND ASSURED THE AFRICAN DIPLOMATS NOT ONLY THAT 
STRICT INSTRUCTIONS WOULD BE GIVEN TO THE POLICE AND 
ARMED FORCES REGARDING DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES BUT THAT 
NO FURTHER PROBLEMS WOULD BE ENCOUNTERED BY THE OAU OR 
ITS REPRESENTATIVES WHEN THE OAU AND THE ECA HOLD THEIR 
TOP-LEVEL MEETINGS HERE IN FEBRUARY. IN CONSEQUENCE, 
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THE OAU IS NOW DEFINTELY PLANNING TO HOLD THE FEBRUARY 
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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING IN ADDIS. 

2. ON DECEMBER 30 ARMED ETHIOPIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL 
HAD ENTERED THE OAU HEADQUARTERS TO SERVE A SUMMONS ON 
AN ETHIOPIAN ON THE PREMISES. THIS WAS THE THIRD SUCH 
CASE INVOLVING THE OAU PREMISES AND IT TRIGGERED AN 
IMMEDIATE REQUEST FOR A MEETING WITH BG TEFERI BANTE. 

THE MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY AFRICAN CHIEFS OF MISSION 

AND OAU ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY GENERAL ETEKI MBOUMOUA. 
AT THE OUTSET OF THE MEETING STRONG AND LENGTHY STATEMENTS 
WERE MADE BY ETEKI, BY THE CAMERON AMBASSADOR (AS DEAN 
OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS) AND BY THE NIGERIAN AND TANZANIAN 
AMBASSADORS. THEY CITED NUMEROUS RECENT INCIDENTS IN 
WHICH THE POLICEAND ARMED FORCES HAD FAILED TO RESPECT 
DIPLOMATIC PRIVILGES. THESE INCIDENTS INCLUDED NOT 
ONLY UNAUTHORIZED INSTRUSIONS INTO OAU AND EMBASSY 
PREMISES BUT ALSO THE SEARCH OF DIPLOMATS AND THEIR 
WIVES WHO HAD DISPLAYED DIPLOMATIC IDENTIFICATION CARDS. 

THE ASSEMBLED DIPLOMATS ARGUED THAT CONTINUATION OF 
THESE INCIDENTS NOT ONLY CAUSED THEIR GOVERNMENTS GREAT 
CONCERN BUT RAISED SERIOUS DOUBTS REGARDING THE SUITA- 
BILITY OF ADDIS ABABA AS THE SEAT OF THE OAU GENERAL 
SECRETARIAT AND AS A SITE FOR SIGNIFICANT OAU AND ECA 
MEETINGS SUCH AS THOSE SCHEDULED IN FEBRUARY OF THIS 
YEAR. THEY SAID THAT AS FELLOW AFRICANS THEY FOUND IT 
VERY AWKWARD AND EMBARRASSING TRYING TO EXPLAIN TO THEIR 
NON-AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES WHY THE ETHIOPIAN 
GOVERNMENT WAS PAYING SO LITTLE RESPECT TO DIPLOMATIC 
PRIVILEGES. THEY HAD VOICED THEIR COMPLAINTS ON A 
NUMBER OF OCCASIONS TO MOFA MINISTER OF STATE ARAYA BUT 
THE ASSURANCES RECEIVED ON THOSE OCCASIONS HAD NOT BEEN 
TRANSLATED INTO ACTION. THEY ALSO RAISED THE PROBLEM 
OF ESSENTIAL MOVEMENTS BY DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL AFTER 
THE CURFEW HOURS AND PRESSED HARD A REQUEST THAT 
EACH DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN ADDIS BE GIVEN TWO LAISSEZ- 
PASSERS FOR SUCH PURPOSES. 

3. BG TEFERI BANTE RESPONDED APOLOGETICALLY TO THESE 
COMPLAINTS. HE ASSURED THE CHIEFS OF MISSION THAT VIGOROUS 
STEPS WOULD BE TAKEN IMMEDIATELY TO INSURE THAT THE POLICE 
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AND MILITARY PERSONNEL ARE FULLY AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF OBSERVING DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES. HE ALSO PROVIDED 
ASSURANCES THAT SECURITY CONDITIONS IN ADDIS WOULD BE 
ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY FOR THE FEBRUARY MEETINGS OF THE 
OAU AND THE ECA AND THAT DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES WOULD 
BE FULLY RESPECTED " IN OUR OWN INTEREST." REFERI BANTE 
ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE THE PROPOSAL FOR TWO LAISSEZ-PASSERS 
PER DIPLOMATIC MISSION AND PROMISED EARLY ACTION ON THIS 
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MATTER. 

4. TEFERI WAS FLANKED AT THE MEETING BY THE FIRST 

AND SECOND VICE CHAIRMEN OF THE PMAC WHO, AS IS CUSTOMARY 
ON SUCH OCCASIONS, LISTENED ATTENTIVELY BUT SAID NOTHING. 

AN AFRICAN PARTICIPANT REPORTS THAT TEFERI BANTE DID NOT 
GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF GREAT CONFIDENCE AS HE ADDRESSED 
THE GROUP. 

5. AFRICAN PARTICIPANTS FEEL THAT THEIR REPRESENTATIONS 
HAVE HAD CONSIDERABLE IMPACT ON THE EPMG, WHICH IS NOW 
CLEARLY ON NOTICE THAT THE OAU GENERAL SECRETARIAT WILL 
REMAIN IN ADDIS ONLY IF THE NEW ETHIOPIAN AUTHORITIES 
MAKE A REAL EFFORT TO LIVE UP TO THEIR HOST GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES. THE OAU ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
GENERAL, ETEKI MBOUMOUA, TOLD THE US CHARGE ON JANUARY 
4 THAT THE OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING IN FEBRUARY 
WILL NOW DEFINITELY BE HELD IN ADDIS ABABA. HE ALSO EXPRESSED 
CONFIDENCE THAT THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT STRONGLY DESIRES 
TO RETAIN THE OAU HEADQUARTERS IN ADDIS ABABA. 

6. THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD CARRIED AN ARTICLE ON JANUARY 

1 HEADED "PMAC REGRETS THE ENTRY OF TROOPS INTO THE OAU 
PREMISES." THE ARTICLE CONCLUDED WITH THE STATEMENT, 

"THE SPOKESMAN WARNED POLICE AND TROOPS ON DUTY AS WELL 
AS THE PUBLIC TO STRICTLY OBSERVE IMMUNITIES INTER- 
NATIONALLY GRANTED TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, EMBASSIES, 
CONSULATES AND RESIDENCES OF HEADS OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 
IN ETHIOPIA." A "SANITIZED" ACCOUNT OF THE DECEMBER 31 
MEETING ALSO APPEARED IN THE ETHIOPIA HERALD ON JANUARY 2. 

IT SAID THAT THE PMAC CHAIRMAN AND THE AFRICAN ENVOYS 
HAD EXCHANGED VIEWS ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE FORTHCOMING 
MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE OAU AND THAT TEFERI BANTE HAD 
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ASSURED THE AFRICAN DIPLOMATS AND ORGANIZERS OF THE OAU 
MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE EPMG'S CONTINUED SUPPORT OF 
THE OAU. 
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